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A minute silent in memory of Textile
workers in Bangladesh
Tragedy in Textile jactory:

Hundreds dead or missing by
Maryans Kousha

The Rana Plaza garment factory collapsed on Wednasday 24 April 2013 on the outskins of
the capital Dhaka In Bangladesn. At least 3000 people are estimated to have worked In the
building when it collapsed. About 2430 are now known to have sunvived, and injured but
hundreds are dead or missing. On Sunday, the building's owner and more nvolved with the
factory were arrested,

This tragedy happened only & manths atter the fire which engulfed the Tazreen Fashions
‘ganment factory in Bangladesh kiling 577 workers. Many manufacturing factories in Bang-
ladesh, especially the textile industry use cheap labour in crowded and unsale condiions to
produce garments for the Weste fashion retallers. The government of Bangladesn, the
factory owners and the Wester companies are nat concerned about the working and fiving
condition of workers, wo are mainly women. All they are interested in is more profi,

The owner of the Rana Plaza factory had added three
stories fo his building without planning permission.
The corrupt government and officials tum a biind eye |
on the atrocities being committed against the workers.

Safety at work either does not exist or is below stan-
dard. It is a criminal act committed by all the officials
In Bangladesh. They should be accoumted for. The
Western retallers, in this case, Primark, Mango and
Mataland, cannot claim thal they have nothing to do
with this tragedy. They are responsibie too.

The death of ane worker in one part of the world is 8 &
sad day for all workers in the world. This May Day, let
us have a minuta silent in the memory of tha workers &
of Bangladesh. International sokidarity and unity is the
way forward to oppose such atroclies In Bangladesh &
and other places. Tne factory owners, relailers, gov-
emments do not regard borders as a hindrance 1o &
their cooperation for more prafit. The working class
100 Mus! Unite across borders and show ts strength in
‘changing the worid,
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